
Remote education provision: Overview information for 
parents - updated September 2021 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or 

carers about what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire 

cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, quarantining or 

advised by public health not to attend school, please see the final section of this 

document. 

Please also refer to our detailed Remote Learning Plan here 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 

standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 

remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the 
first day or two of pupils being sent home? 

 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same 

curriculum as they would if they were in school?

 

 

Sometimes written, viewing or doing tasks will be set whilst teachers move to real-

time / live teaching.  However remote teaching will happen very quickly.  Most 

teachers have now delivered live and real-time learning.   

Much of what can be done will depend if whole classes are isolating.  When just a few 

pupils are isolating the teacher will have to manage both those in school and those at 

home.  Often teachers will invite isolating pupils to join a Teams meeting with the rest 

of the class.  Pupils can engage with chat / posts in Teams. 

• We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible 
and appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in 
some subjects including those with practical elements such as Drama and PE. 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/School-Information/COVID-19-Information
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Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will 

take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Secondary school-aged pupils not 

working towards formal qualifications 

this year 

We would expect them to follow the 

normal school day 8.30 to 2.50 with 

additional home-learning time. 

Secondary school-aged pupils 

working towards formal qualifications 

this year 

We would expect them to follow the 

normal school day 8.30 to 2.50 with 

additional home-learning time. 

 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take 

the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 

 

All remote learning will be accessed through Microsoft Teams.  A parent guide to 

teams can be found here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1OD89OTb2A 

 

 

All pupils who are in receipt of free school meals should have been contacted by the 

school to see if they need a device. 

Parents or pupils should contact either their tutor, Head of Learning or classroom 

teacher if they do not have access to IT.  

IT equipment can be loaned out for those pupils who do not have access to a device 

when they need it. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1OD89OTb2A
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely.  If just a very 

small number of pupils are absent teacher will try to broadcast their learning but this may 

be technologically difficult.  In this case the teacher will set comparable work and pupils 

should use the posts chat to ask other pupils to upload photo’s of their work. 

 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

• The teacher uses webcam video and audio teaching with or without screen-
sharing - Live Teaching 

• The teacher uses audio with or without screen-sharing or guides pupils through 
uploaded content - Live Teaching 

• The teacher uploads narrated resources and offering Q&A during the 
timetabled lesson. - Real Time learning. 

• The teacher shares pre-recorded presentations or shares links to pre-recorded 
content (such as YouTube or lesson from the Oak National Academy 
https://classroom.thenational.academy). 

• The teacher initiates post/chat discussions in the class Team to check on 
engagement and understanding. 

• The teacher sets tasks and expects the work to be shared with the teacher e.g. 
via an assignment or through posts or class notebooks. 

• The teacher during a meeting uses the whiteboard feature. 

• Years 7 – 11 may have audio or video turned on but always start with 
microphone and cameras turned off – but can communicate with teachers via 
Post / Chat. 

• Pupils will be expected to be part of remote learning lesson unless they are ill 
and the school has been notified.  They should be logged into the correct team 
following their normal school timetable.  They should check the Year group 
channel for other information and resources.  The daily bulletin is emailed and 
that should be read between 8:30 and 8:50. 

• Assemblies – links will be shared by Heads of Learning. 

• During lessons teachers will be monitoring chat and posts and will record any 
non-engagement. 

• During lengthier periods of remote learning Heads of Learning and members of 
the leadership team will conduct surveys (via Forms) and checks (via Chat, 
email or phone call) to gain an update on general wellbeing and level of 
engagement. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments 

for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked 

automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many 

others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

 

 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 

school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole 

groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

• Teacher will try to contact any pupil not engaging to found out the issue.  

Sometimes there may be technical problems. 

• If a pattern of non-engagement develops teachers will contact home using the 
normal patterns. 

• Teachers will set tasks and expect them to be uploaded to the assignments 
area of teams. 

• Teachers will ask pupils to upload images of their work. 

• Assessing any work remotely is more difficult.  However, feedback will be 
given in a number of ways either written or even recorded.  Assignments will 
be set and those will be checked. Teachers will set quizzes and low stakes 
online tests to establish a level of understanding. Often isolation only lasts 10 
days so in reality workbooks can be checked on return.  
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If my child is not in school because they are isolating, how will their 
remote education differ from the approaches described above?  

 

When only a few pupils in a class are self-isolating teachers will do their best to 

accommodate them into the lesson that is taking place in school.  It is vital that the 

school is informed of the dates of any pupil asked to isolate due to a positive  

Covid-19 test.  Teachers will use the official registers to inform themselves of any 

isolating pupils.  

Often the teacher will invite isolating pupils to a Microsoft team meeting and they will 

be able to hear and sometimes see the learning.  If possible, teacher will initiate their 

cameras to the whiteboard so those at home can see the board and associated 

notes.   

Sometimes teachers may direct those studying at home to other learning resources to 

complete their study. 

Pupils must be logged onto their devices by 8:30 and logged into the appropriate 

Team.  They should be reading the bulletin daily (which is emailed to them). 

Accessing textbooks which may only be available in school, can present another 

challenge so where possible teachers will give pupils access to the relevant pages via 

teams or kerboodle. 

Teachers will encourage other members of the class to share their work with the class 

team and teachers may decide to set up separate team channels purely for work 

share. 

However, depending on the classroom, it may not be possible to see the board via 

webcam. Teachers will share resources and most importantly we encourage isolating 

pupils to contact members of their class to get information on that the learning and 

shares notes. 

If a pupil is ill when isolating there will be no expectation for them to join online 

learning, but parents/pupils must inform their teacher, tutor and Head of learning. 

 

 


